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If you find it painful to look at yourself and your own spiritual condition, what hope is

offered you in these verses for today?
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Right now, Jesus is knocking. He is calling. You, though, have to make the conscious
choice to open your heart to Him. How can viewing the Cross and thinking about what
it means inspire you to make that choice?
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What are the things in your life right now that, unless overcome, can and do hinder your
relationship with God?
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(%] John 15:1~11 (NKJV)
15:1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.
15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
15:3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.
15:4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit;
for without Me you can do nothing.
15:6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
15:7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall
be done for you.
15:8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.
15:9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.
15:10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have kept My
Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
15:11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy
may be full.
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Read this list again. How can each aspect of what the Holy Spirit does impact your

relationship with God?
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(%] Ellen G. White, Manuscript 67, 1897.

“How is the dry disconnected sapling to become one with the parent vine stock? How is
it to be made a partaker of the life and nourishment of the living vine? Only by being
grafted into the vine, by being brought into the closest relationship possible. Fiber by
fiber, vein by vein, the twig holds fast to the life giving vine until the life of the vine
becomes one with the branch, and the branch produces fruit like that of the vine.”
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Summary: Before we can start growing in a relationship with God, we first have to
pause to consider what our current relationship with Him is like. If it’s Laodicean or
if our branches are not flourishing, Jesus has the perfect solution for our spiritual
condition: to abide in Him.
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